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The Great Urban Transformation

China’s urbanization rate in 
2018

• National: 59.58%

• Suzhou: 75.95%

• Guangzhou: 86.38%

• Shanghai: 88.1%

Urbanization of Chinese 
Countryside

• Land Expropriation: 112 
million land-losing farmers 
in 2014

• Transition of administrative 
status (“village-to-
community (cunzhuanju 村
转居)” transition)

• Village Committees 
decreasing from 629,079 in 
2005 to 554,218 in 2017

• Shequ increasing from 
79,947 in 2005 to 106, 491 
in 2017

Rural-to-Urban Migrant 
Workers

• 230 million in 2011 to 288 
million in 2018

• Growth of “long-term” 
migrants

• 40% five years

• 20% ten years



Urbanization 
of Chinese 

Countryside

Change of land ownership and land 
use:

Commercial or residential projects

Landless farmers

“New citizens"

“Village-to-(urban) community” 
transition:

Introducing urban administration



Village 
Collective 

Corporations

Village land and assets

Village Shareholding 
companies

Collective welfare provision

Village/neighbourhood 
governance



Introducing Urban Administration

Neighbourhood-centred Governance

Establishment of Residents’

Committees (juweihui居委会)

Urban administration

Public Security

Mobilization of Residents

“Not Rural but Not Urban”
Hybrid governance form

Strong influence of former village
elites



Landless Farmers

Residence

• Original house
sites (zhaijidi宅基
地) in the village

• Relocation 
neighbourhoods

Employment

• Unemployed

• Employed by local
factories or local
government

• Self-employed

Welfare Coverage

• Urban old-age
insurance and
medical insurance

• Bonus dividend of
remaining village
collective assets

• Subsidies of
remaining village
collective
economy

Social Life and 
Identity

• "Being an urban 
person"

• Social contacts

• Associational life



Long-term Migrants

Residence

Urban villages

Relocation neighbourhoods

Private housing properties

Employment

Tertiary sector

Retail industry

Self-employed

Welfare Coverage under “New
Citizens” Scheme

Medical insurance (ruyi入医)

Schools (ruxue入学)

Local Household Registration (ruhu入
户)



Becoming
“New Citizens”

Occupation and income

Education

Contributions to the
society

Partial Welfare Coverage
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Hukou
Transfers in 
Guangzhou

7,000/17,718/18,399 in 2017

Social security contributions: 9 years and 9 
months/16 years and 9 months

53% Guangdong/15% Hunan/7% Hubei/6% Jiangxi

90% extra points for technical skills and expertise

1,762 extra points for social services and volunteer 
activities

85% under the age of 40

90% college education 



Conclusion

Land politics and village economy

Population management and 
governance in the cities

Formation of new urban class?

Reconstructing gender and family 
relations?

Renewing state-society relations?


